SOME   FAMOUS   THINKERS

same line of thought as Spinoza.
Locke, too, studied science, including
medicine and meteorology, at Oxford,
but some of his views differed very
widely from those of Spinoza.

In 1690 his famous book, "Essay
Concerning Human Understanding,"
was published, and one of his main
contentions in this was that the source
of all knowledge is experience. In
other works he dealt with such subjects
as Toleration, in which he supported
liberty of thought; Education (1693);
and the Reasonableness of Christianity,
as well as Democratic Government.

No one would agree in these days
with all that Locke said, but he made
many men think about the subjects on
which he wrote.

Gottfried Leibnitz, a philosopher
and mathematician, also wrote about
this time and put forth theories regard-
ing the way in which the human mind
works and the reason of it all. It was
Leibnitz, too, who invented the differen-
tial and integral calculus about the
same time as Sir Isaac Newton, and
there was considerable argument as to
which of the two had been first in the
field.

A German of Scottish descent,
Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) is among
the great names in philosophy, and his
books on Pure Reason and Practical
Reason are still valuable. He asserted
that certain truths such as the immor-
tality of the soul, the freedom of the
will and the existence of God, are
established by the principles of prac-
tical reason. We cannot think of the
wonderful things around us which are
on the earth and in the skies without
thinking of the One who created them
all. That' is God, and He alone is

Tble of understanding all things,
was Kant, too, who first put for-
ward the idea that the sun and stars
were formed millions of years ago out
of the great luminous clouds of gas
which astronomers know as nebulae.
The famous French astronomer, Pierre
Simon Laplace (1749-1827), who was
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This is a portrait of the author of a book
" The Origin of Species," which has had
more effect on human thought than any
other yet printed, excepting, perhaps, the
" Principia " of Sir Isaac Newton.
known as the French Newton, was able
to prove this in due course by means of
his powerful telescopes.
But Kant and men like him earned
their places in history not because of
their inventions or discoveries, but
because they induced and taught men
to think of their own minds and souls
and the ultimate aim of mankind.
Another man who helped men to use
their own minds and to think for
themselves, though chiefly in his case
of material things, was Adam Smith,
who was born in 1723. A university
professor, first of logic and then of
moral philosophy, Smith's claim to
fame rests on his great book entitled
" The Wealth of Nations."
This covers the whole field of econo-
mics; the product of labour and its